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WHITE RIVER SHALE OIL CORPORAIfON
SUITE 5OO PRUDENTIAL BUILDING, 115 SOUTH MAIN STREET

SALT LAKE CITY. UTAH 84111
(801)363-1170

June 21, 1

Mr. James Smith
Utah Division of Oi1, Gas & Mining
State Office Building, Room 4241
Salr Lake City, UT 84114

Dear Mr. Smith

As we di-scussed in our most recent telelphone conversation
June 14, 1982, the White River Shale Oil Corporation (WRSOC) is
seeking approval from the ULah Division of Oil, Gas and Mining
(UDOGM) to begin limited site preparation needed for the timely
deve1opmentofimportantPhaseImi.ne-re1atedfaci1ities.The
leve1 of site preparation required was outlined in WRSOCTs May 2Ievel ot si-te preParatr-on requared rdas ouEllned ln wKsuu's may
1982, letter to UDOGM. The intent of this leuter is to surmari-
our correspondence to date and also to provide justification for
WRSOC's request to begin linited site preparation prior to
receiving a UDOGM Mining Permit.

WRSOC's ltay 24, 1982, letter Eo UDOGM described areas
involving approximately 56 acres of land which are scheduled for
site preparation beginning in the early part of July, 1982. It
veryimportantthatal1ofEhisworkbeginpriortothewinter
season. However, because some areas have a higher priority Ehan
others, work does not need to begin on all these areas by early
July. The upgrading on the existing mine access road, along wit
slte preparation for the mine services building and the decline

others, work does not need to begin on all these areas
July. The u

portal and relaEed shaft construction support areas, are items
which must begin in July in order to proceed with the project
schedule contained in the Phase I Mining Permit Application
(submitted to your office May 4, 1982>. Work in these three ar
would result in approximately 30 acres of land disturbarlc€.

As you know, it is extremely difficult to pour concrete in
cold weather. Our engineers indicated that ideally all surface
concrete should be poured prior to mld-November. It will take a
mi-nimum of 45 days ifter site preparation has been completed Eo
mobi1izesufficientequipmenttobeginworkontheproduction
decline and related shafts. Thus, all site preparation must be
completed during AugusE if we are to proceed as scheduled. We
estlmate that every one-month delay in site preparation will revery one-month delay in site preparation will reg
in a two-month delay of the projected completion date for the
production decline and shafts (depending upon weather this wint
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intended use, the foundations must be placed prior to Ehe onset:;
rilinter condi-tions. Thus, preparation needs to begin this summer
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The mine services building will be needed to provide offic
space, warehouse space, and lirrited maintenance areas related tspace, warehouse space, and lirrited maintenance areas related
the shaft/decline development work. In order to erect this
building within a reasonable time frame and to maximize its

May 14, 1982
begin site
the product

this reason,
all of thes

reduces cost
Ehese areas:
work which
concurrentl

wRSoc has filed a $1 million reclamation bond with the Burof Land Management (a copy of this bond was submitted with WRSOCApril 7 , 1982, letter). WRSOC's request for interim approval
involves only a relatively smal1 amor:nt of disturbance-when

118,000 per acre for the reclamation of land disturbei-during t
interim ?pproval period. This would be more than enough fundi to
adequately reclaim any degree of disturbance which could occur
between now and the permiE issuance date.

As indicated on the maps submitted to UDOGM on
90 percent of the areas WRSOC is seeking approval to
work on are contiguous lands (i.e., all areas excepE
well service road and Module I bachelor caurp). Foi
WRSOC would like to award the earthwork contract for
areas simultaneously. This is a prudent plan which
and saves time. In addition, the grading- plans for
will speclfy a significant amounE of "cut and fill"
be done_properly only if all of the areas are graded
in an effort to balance the cut and fill volumes.

As stated,previously, the amount of site preparati_on comple
Ehis summer will effect wRSoc's ability to follow- the project
schedule. Close adherence to the project schedule is 6f utrnost,
importance since wRSoc's federal lease for Tracts ua and ub
requires a substantial expenditure on tracE development prior to
M_arcE-T;1983.WRSoC'sc6mp1iancewiLhEhis1ease.requiiement
becomes increasilgly more difficult unless we begin tract :

development in the very near future.

compared to_ our total Phase.r plans (30 acres vs. 635 acres). Ywill note that the current $1 uriltion bond provides approxlmatel

As you are aware, I,IRSOC has funded, and is continuing to
extensive reclamation research programs which have provided us
the_ type of informti-on needed to develop a comprehensive
reclamation Program. !{RSOC believes that our ieclamation progr
will enable us to restore all disturbed lands to their originit
state as required by the terms of our lease. !IRSOC's reclamatioplal is discussed in detail in our Phase I Mining permi-t
Application.
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on June 8, 1982, wRsoc submitted topsoil isopach maps to
uDoGM. These._p1p-s_, in__conjunction with ttre topsoil management
suburitEed ro UDOGM on yray 24, 1992, will enabll wRsoc co recove
approximately 45,000 eubic yards of topsoil-like materi.als fromthose areas included in our- interim apiroval request. Thlssignificant volume of topsoi-l materiai- provides 'enough growth
medir:m to assure satisfactory reclamation.

Concerning_the commitment of our olrner companies (Phillips
Petroleum co.,- sunoco Energy Development co., aira sohio Shale'0

for on-site devglopment plans (i.e.,'engineering, etc.); $tOmillion of which has been spent during lggz. A;'mentionedLcn nas Deen spenE durlng 1962. As mentioned !previously, *" ?r9 obligated by the t6rms of or:r federal lease t
-s_pend additional large-iums on site development by March l, lggi
Hence, w€ are committed to proceed with tha devel6pment of'ourresources in an expeditious manner.

Thus, w€ seek your irmediate response to our request for intelin
3PProval and the expeditious prolessing of our permit applicatioIf you have any queitions
Mr. Ralph A. Deleonardis.

In conclusion, WRSOC is committed to Ehe develrn concruslon' WKSUU J-s committed to Ehe development of thgoil shal-e resources beneath Tracts Ua and Ub. Incluhed with ouiolr snare resources beneath Tracts Ua and IJb. Included wi-th ouf
development plans are programs to successfully reclaim any 

ldisturbed areas on-tract. Certainlv rrrrr inrrp-cr-manrc t-r, AZro ra rdisturbed areas on-trabt.- Certainly our inveitments to dite toidentify_and refine reclamation proledures and our "n"if"ui. 
-- 

ifinancial resources (both of the- owner companies and ori $i-urill
!9"a) demonstrate a commitment of environmlntal respolsiUifiiy.lThus, w€ seek

company) r ro date, wRsoc hta investld $72 miition to secure ourfederal lease tracts. In addition, $g5 nillion has been invest

or comments on this matter, please cal

Sincerely,

m4.$
Di-rector of Environmental Affairs

JWG/mjd

Tom Portle - UDOGM
Tom Tetting - UDOGM
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